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Dick (as he was always known to both family and friends) was born in
Huddersfield, the only child of Richard and Ethel Clark. His parents loved
the countryside which they explored together as a family, and his father, a
Post Office engineer and survivor of First World War gassing in the trenches,
infected him with his own love of gardening. He attended schools in Newsome
and later at High Storrs Grammar School in Sheffield. He went on to Sheffield
University, graduating with a first-class honours degree in Geography just
before his twentieth birthday.

Over the next few years he set about acquiring experience which would serve
him well in a career in land management. His first employment was with the
Forestry Commission planting up tracts of countryside on the slopes of the
Pennines near Ladybower Reservoir. This was a tough, hands-on experience.
To follow came periods of experience in farming, first in Wales, then in the
uplands of Dumfrieshire, an area which he loved for the rest of his life.
From Dumfries he moved to the small Scottish island of Shuna, near Oban.
There were cattle to farm and part of his job was to swim them across to the
mainland for sale.

He changed career in the 1950°s becoming a Grammar School teacher in the
Potteries, but not for long, as he was soon seconded to the British Antarctic
Survey Team (then the Falkland Islands Dependencies). There followed an
enormously exciting period, travelling south by ship, employed as a painter
to pay for his passage, visiting the Falkland Islands and eventually reaching
Deception Island which was to be his base for the next two years. Officially
he was a meteorologist, part of a six man team which formed a very small
British presence on that island. The Falkland Islands made a lasting
impression on him and during his retirement he returned to them with Tom
Shipp, Peter Wilson, Niel Simpson and Amyan MacFadyen to carry out
more scientific research. The naming of an entirely new species of
invertebrate was one of the outcomes of the expedition. He returned twice
more and kept friendships with some Falkland Islanders alive for the rest
of his life.

Ever searching for pastures new in 1959 he moved to the Ford Centre in
Northumberland to a newly established residential field study centre, the
first of any LEA. The aim was to offer all secondary age children, many
who came from industrial and coal-mining areas, a week-long study course
which took them into wild countryside, develop their knowledge of what the
countryside was all about and foster their confidence in their own abilities.
It was at Ford that Dick met his wife Liz. After marrying in 1963 they together
took on wider responsibilities in Northumberland developing centres across
the County. Dick then moved to the Northumberland College of Education
in 1964 and in 1969 to the then newly established University of Ulster in
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LECTURE MEETINGS
2009-10

16th September, 2009
Caldbeck Room, Newton Rigg Campus, University of Cumbria, Penrith.

Life of the Rocks
Prof. Stuart Munro (British Geological Survey and Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh).

21st October, 2009
Friends Meeting House, Cockermouth.

The long-lived, ongoing eruption of the Soufriére Hills Volcano, Montserrat
- what have we learned.

Dr Sue Loughlin, (British Geological Survey, Edinburgh)

18th November, 2009.
Friends Meeting House, Cockermouth.

Managing adverse effects of climate change: glacial hazards in high mountain
environments.

Prof. John Reynolds (RGSL)

9th December, 2009.
Friends Meeting House, Keswick.

Members Evening

20th January 2010
Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery, Carlisle. (Joint meeting with Carlisle
Natural History Society )

Quaternary landscape changes in the Falkland Islands.
Dr. Peter Wilson (University of Ulster)

24th February 2010
The Sandgate Room, Methodist Church, Penrith.

Solving the Bassenthwaite mystery: magnetic fingerprinting of fine sediment
sources.

Prof. Barbara Meyer (University of Lancaster).

Replaced at short notice by Mr. Toby White, Leeds University (Energy and
Resources Research Institute, School of Process, Environmental and Materials
Engineering) on Smart Materials.
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