92Tmm

841 mm Job No.: BSG7801

Birkhams Quarry Sands of time

A story of the quarry A story of desert plains, rivers and a baking sun
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Site Operations

The quarry operates on what is called a ‘campaign basis’, meaning that it tends to be worked
for short periods at selected times during the year. Usually this is during February and March
in order to minimise disruption to nesting birds. Nature conservation and local wildlife is a key
consideration by Marshalls in terms of site operations.

Standing here high above the seq, it’s hard to imagine being in the
middle of a desert. But 250 million years ago west Cumbria was a
hot and arid place, and the red St Bees Sandstone you see in the
quarry here was just loose sand.
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Sandstone has been quarried from Birkhams Quarry since the 18th Century
and the area has been a source of building stone from medieval times.

Use of the Quarry Material

Notable local projects where Birkhams Quarry stone has been used include:

e The Castle and Cathedral In Carlisle ¢ Muncaster Castle e Cockermouth Brewery
e Furness Abbey e Borrowbridge Railway Viaduct e Barrow Town Hall

Further dfield the stone has also been used at:

e V&A Museum in London e Liverpool’s Albert Dock e Caerlaverock Castle in Dumfries
e Liverpool Cathedral e Buildings in Canada and the USA e Buildings in Hong Kong and Iceland
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